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A dual-output filter-free microwave photonic single sideband (SSB) up-converter with the mixing spurs highly
suppressed is proposed and experimentally demonstrated. By introducing the balanced Hartley structure using a
90° optical hybrid, the lower sideband (LSB) and upper sideband (USB) up-converted RF signals can be generated
simultaneously and output separately, with no need of either optical or electrical filtering. The structure avoids
the special requirement with the optical modulation format of the local oscillator (LO) signal. The intermediate
frequency signal is modulated with the optical carrier suppressed -SSB modulation format. The undesired optical
components are highly suppressed. In this way, the high sideband and LO leakage suppression ratios of the SSB
up-converter are guaranteed. The dual-output SSB up-conversion is experimentally achieved within the working
frequency range of 10-30 GHz. The undesired sideband and LO leakage suppression ratios are larger than 67 dB for
the whole frequency range. The spurious-free dynamic range of larger than 95.6 dBc - Hz?/3 has also been achieved

experimentally for both the LSB and USB up-conversion conditions.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Frequency up-conversion is a key function in modern radio
frequency (RF) systems, such as radar, wireless communication,
electronic warfare, and cognitive radio systems [1-3]. Typically,
the double sideband (DSB) up-converters generate both the
upper sideband (USB) RF signal at fuysg = fio + fir and the
lower sideband (LSB) RF signal at fisg = fio — fir, where fio
and fip are the frequencies of the local oscillator (LO) signal and
the intermediate frequency (IF) signal, respectively. Meanwhile,
the single sideband (SSB) up-converters only generate the
USB or LSB REF signal, which have significant advantages of
improved spectrum efficiency. It is important for future RF
applications to achieve multi-functions with limited spectrum
sources [4,5]. One key characteristic with the SSB up-converters
is the sideband suppression ratio, referring to the power differ-
ence between the desired up-converted RF sideband and the
undesired one. Another key characteristic is the LO leakage
suppression ratio, referring to the power difference between the
desired up-converted RF sideband and the LO leakage. The
frequencies of the undesired up-converted RF signal sideband
and the LO leakage are very close to the wanted RF signal. Thus,
high sideband and LO leakage suppression ratios are required
to guarantee the RF system performances [6-9]. In addition,
the urgent demand for a wide working frequency range is also
created with the SSB up-converters.
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Recently, microwave photonic SSB up-converters have
been widely researched, due to the advantages of large working
bandwidth, high isolation, and electromagnetic interference
immunity (EMI), brought on by photonics [10,11]. Two typical
methods have been proposed to achieve the microwave photonic
SSB up-converters. One method is to use microwave photonic
mixing to achieve the DSB up-conversion and remove the unde-
sired up-converted RF sideband by using electrical filters [12].
Electrical filters with high center frequency, high out-of-band
suppression ratio, sharp edge roll-off, and wide tuning range are
needed, which are hard to achieve. Another method is based on
the optical carrier suppressed SSB (CS-SSB) modulation of the
IF/LO signals, generating only the +1st or —1 st-order optical
sidebands. After photodetection, a USB or LSB RF signal will
be generated. To achieve the optical CS-SSB modulation with
both the IF/LO signals, one way is using optical filters to remove
the undesired optical sideband components [13—17]. Strict
requirements are needed with the optical filters, in the respects
of the high out-of-band suppression ratio and the sharp edge
roll-off, which are difficult to realize. To avoid the optical filters,
the other way is to use dual-parallel Mach—Zehnder modulators
(DPMZMs) [18] or in-phase and quadrature (I/Q) modulators
[19,20] to achieve the optical CS-SSB modulation. For this
condition, the sideband suppression ratio and the LO leakage
suppression ratio are limited by the extinction ratio of the used
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modulators, with the experimentally achieved values of about
30-40 dB [18-20]. Therefore, the filter-free microwave pho-
tonic SSB up-converters with high sideband and LO leakage
suppression ratios are urgently desired.

In this work, a filter-free microwave photonic SSB up-
converter with high sideband and LO leakage suppression
ratios is proposed and demonstrated. (1) Based on the balanced
Hartley structure using a 90° optical hybrid, the up-converted
USB and LSB RF signals can be generated simultaneously and
output separately, with no need of either optical or electrical
filtering. (2) The structure only requires the optical CS-SSB
modulation format with the IF signal, avoiding the special
requirement with the optical modulation formart of the LO
signal. The undesired sideband and the LO leakage suppression
ratios of the SSB up-converter are determined by the undesired
optical components suppression ratio of the optical CS-SSB
modulated IF signal. A proof-of-concept is taken. To achieve
high sideband suppression ratio and LO leakage suppression
ratio, an acousto-optic modulator (AOM) is introduced to
modulate the IF signal. An MZM is used to modulate the LO
signal, guaranteeing the wide working frequency range of the
LO signal. In this way, the filter-free dual-output microwave
photonic SSB up-converter is achieved with high mixing spur
suppression ratio. Dual-output SSB up-conversion is achieved
within the working frequency range of 10-30 GHz. For the
whole working frequency range, the suppression ratios with the
undesired sideband and the LO leakage are larger than 67 dB.

2. PRINCIPLE

Figure 1 shows the structure of the proposed dual-output
filter-free microwave photonic SSB up-converter. The optical
carrier with the angular frequency of w, is generated from a
laser diode (LD) and split into two parts. One part injects into
an AOM, at which the IF signal Sip(z) = cos(wipz + Oip) is
modulated with the optical CS-SSB. The other part injects into
the Mach—Zehnder modulator (MZM), at which the LO signal

il(t)—‘)’h([ I3 = LI7)

iQlt) = (Q:Q — Qy Q)
o 290, 2 BuJu(B) (A —

+(Ag — Ao) sin(nwr ot + n010)
+(=A_1 + Ay) sin(wipt + O + nwrot + n610)]

S1o0(2) = cos(wror + 610) is modulated with the optical carrier
suppressed DSB (CS-DSB) modulation format. The optical
signals output from the AOM and the MZM are expressed as
follows:
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Fig. 1.  Schematic diagram of the proposed filter-free microwave
photonic SSB up-converter structure. LD, laser diode; Amp, power
amplifier; BPD, balanced photodetector; 90° EH, 90° electrical
hybrid.
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(1)
where Ay, A1, and A_; are the amplitudes of the optical carrier
and the 1 st-order optical sideband for the AOM output, B, is
the amplitudes of the optical carrier (z = 0), and the zth-order
optical sidebands (» # 0) for the MZM output, respectively.
J» (+) is the nth-order Bessel function of the first kind, and 8
is the modulation index at the MZM. It should be noted that
either positive or negative frequency shift can be realized by
AOM [21], and both of them can be used in this structure. In
this paper, the positive frequency shift is taken for analyses. The
outputs from the AOM and the MZM are injected into the
optical signal port and the optical LO port of the 90° optical
hybrid, respectively. The 90° optical hybrid outputs two in-
phase (/,,/,) and two orthogonal (Q,,Q,) optical signals as
follows:

Ix 1 +1 EIF + ELO

L | _|1-1 |:EH: } _ | Ex— Eio @
Q. 1+ Eio Ex+ jEi0

Q, 1—j Err — jEL0

The optical signals are sent into two balanced photodetectors
(BPDs), respectively, with the electrical outputs as follows:

o 20 Z B, J,(B) [(A_1 + A1) cos(—wipt — O + nwrot + nbo)

+(A0 + Ao) COS(?’lCl)Lol' + ﬂeLo)
+(A-1 4+ Ay) cos(wipt + O + nwrot + n610)]

: 3)

Ay) sin(—wrpt — O + nwrot + n60)

where 0y, N, are the responsivities of the two BPDs, respec-
tively. A pair of phase orthogonal electrical signals is generated.
The two electrical signals are combined through a 90° electrical
hybrid, and the RF signals are generated from the two output
ports of the 90° electrical hybrid, which are as follows:
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(2) = i1 (1) £90° + iq(2)

For the positive frequency shift condition at the AOM, 4; >
Ap, Ay > A_;. As can be seen, by using BPDs having approx-
imately equal responsivities (i.e., %1 & N,), the USB and LSB
RF signals are output from the two ports of the 90° electrical
hybrid [i.e., 71(#) and 7,(¢)], respectively. For the optical CS-
SSB modulation at the AOM, the optical sideband suppression
ratio is expressed as i _; = (A1/A-1)?, while the optical
carrier extinction ratio is expressed as ft1,0 = (A1/Ap)?. For
both the USB and LSB up-converted RF signals, the sideband
suppression ratio fisige and the LO leakage suppression ratio
1o can be calculated as follows:

Uside = 10log(pe1,—1) when R; ~ N, (5)
uro =10log(e1,0) when Ry ~NR, -

As can be seen, the LO leakage and undesired sideband sup-
pression ratios with the up-converted RF signals are mainly
determined by the optical modulation performance with the IF
signal and not affected by the modulation format at the MZM.
The high extinction ratio of the AOM guarantees the large side-
band and LO leakage suppression ratios with the up-converted
results. In this way, the proposed filter-free SSB up-converter
will output LSB and USB up-converted RF signals simultane-
ously and separately, with the undesired sideband and the LO
leakage highly suppressed.

3. EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

A proof-of-concept experiment is carried out based on the
scheme shown in Fig. 1. The optical carrier with a wavelength of
1550.5 nmis generated from a LD (NKT Koheras BASIK X15).
The IF signals are generated by a vector signal generator (Agilent
E8267D, 250 kHz—43.5 GHz). The AOM (Gooch&Housego
T-M200-0.1C2]J-3-F2P) has a 200 MHz RF working center
frequency and a 70 MHz RF working bandwidth. An IF power
amplifier with a 2.5 W output power is allocated with the AOM
to amplify the applied IF signal. The LO signal is generated by
a microwave signal generator (Rohde & Schwarz SMA100B,
8 kHz-67 GHz). The MZM (Fujitsu FTM7938EZ) has a
40 GHz working bandwidth and a 3.5 V half-wave voltage. The
BPDs (Finisar BPDV2050RQ) have a working bandwidth of
43 GHz, and the responsivity is 0.45 A/W. The 90° electrical
hybrid (KRYTAR-3040440) has a working frequency range
of 4-44 GHz. The optical signals are measured by an optical
spectrum analyzer (APEX AP2040D) with a 5 MHz resolution.
The electrical spectra are measured by an electrical spectrum
analyzer (Keysight N9010AEXA, 10 Hz—44 GHz), and the
error vector magnitude (EVM) values of the electrical signals
are measured by using the digital modulation analysis module
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(Keysight VSA89600) in the real-time oscilloscope (Keysight
DS0OX93304, 80 GSa/s).

A 200 MHz single-tone IF signal is injected into the RF port
of the AOM, and the output optical spectrum is shown as the
red curve in Fig. 2(a), while the original optical carrier generated
from the LD is shown as the blue curve. The inset gives the opti-
cal spectra in detail. As can be seen, the IF signal is successfully
modulated with the optical CS-SSB modulation format, with
the optical sideband suppression ratio of 80 dB, and the optical
carrier extinction ratio of 72 dB, respectively. A 10 GHz LO
signal is modulated at the MZM with the CS-DSB modulation
formart, with the optical spectrum shown in Fig. 2(b).

The electrical spectra at the two output ports of the 90°
electrical hybrid are given in Figs. 3(a) and 3(b), respectively.
It can be seen that the LSB and USB up-converted RF signals
are output simultaneously and separately. In addition, for the
frequency range of 0-34 GHz, the mixing spurs are all effec-
tively suppressed. The high-order mixing spurs near 20 GHz
are mainly composed of the frequency components at 2wy o and
210 £ wip. The suppression ratios of these high-order mixing
spurs are higher than 58 dB. The electrical spectra in detail are
shown in the insets. For the LSB RF signal, the LO leakage sup-
pression ratio and undesired sideband suppression ratio are 68.4
and 69.5 dB, respectively. Meanwhile, for the USB RF signal,
the LO leakage and undesired sideband suppression ratios are
69.2 and 70.2 dB, respectively. The effective suppression with
the mixing spurs is achieved with both the USB and the LSB
up-converted results.

192.8 1932 1936 194.0 193.398 193.400 193.402
Frequency (THz) Frequency (THz)
0- (b) MZM Output 0
:—l— ————————— >
€ -201 ' -20
@ | ! &
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: | :
S 601 i &-60
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192.8 193.2 193.6 1940 19339 193.40 193.41
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Fig. 2.  Optical spectra of (a) the original optical carrier (the blue

curve) and the AOM output (the red curve), (b) the MZM output (the
green curve).
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Fig.3. Electrical spectra of the outputs from (a) one portand (b) the
other port of the 90° electrical hybrid with a 200 MHz IF signal and a
10 GHz LO signal.
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Fig. 4. Electrical spectra of the (a) LSB and (b) USB up-converted

RF signals when applying a 200 MHz IF signal and tuning the LO fre-
quency from 10-30 GHz with a step of 1 GHz.

By tuning the applied LO frequency from 10 to 30 GHz
with a 1 GHz step, the electrical spectra of the LSB and USB
up-converted RF signals output from the two ports of the 90°
electrical hybrid are shown in Figs. 4(a) and 4(b), respectively.
The corresponding LO leakage suppression ratio and the side-
band suppression ratio performance are shown in Fig. 5. For
the LSB up-converted results, the LO leakage suppression ratio
has a mean value of 68.3 dB with a 2.3 dB fluctuation range for
the whole tuning range. The sideband suppression ratio has
a mean value of 70.7 dB with a 2.4 dB fluctuation range. For
the USB up-converted results, the mean value of 68.5 dB with
the fluctuation range of 2.8 dB is obtained for the LO leakage
suppression ratio, while the sideband suppression ratio has a
mean value of 70.0 dB and a fluctuation range 0of 2.9 dB.

Based on Eq. (5), together with the experimentally obtained
optical carrier extinction ratio (72 dB) and the optical sideband
suppression ratio (80 dB) shown in Fig. 2(a), the theoretical LO
leakage and undesired sideband suppression ratio values are cal-
culated to be 72 and 80 dB, respectively. Thus, the experimen-
tal results agree well with the theoretical analyses. The obtained
sideband suppression ratios do not achieve the calculated value
0f 80 dB, which is mainly due to the amplitude and phase imbal-
ance introduced by the used devices in the experiment.

The reliability of the proposed system is also investigated.
The 128 quadrature amplitude modulation (QAM) signals
centered at 200 MHz with 70 Mb/s data rates are used as the
IF signals and applied to the AOM. The EVM of the applied
128-QAM TIF signal is measured to be 0.89%. By tuning the
LO frequency from 10 to 30 GHz with a step of 2 GHz, the
measured EVM values of the LSB and USB up-converted RF
signals are shown in Figs. 6(a) and 6(b), respectively. For the
whole working frequency range, the EVM values for the LSB
up-converted RF signals are between 1.55% and 1.86%, while
those for the USB up-converted RF signals are between 1.55%
and 1.88%. The EVM deterioration of less than 1% is achieved
with the proposed dual-output microwave photonic SSB up-
converter. Figure 6(c) gives the constellation diagrams of the
original 128-QAM IF signal. Asa comparison, when the LO sig-
nal is 16 and 26 GHz, the constellation diagrams of the LSB and
USB up-converted RF signals are shown in Figs. 6(d)-6(g),
respectively. The good performance of the dual-output
microwave photonic SSB up-converter is proved.

The spurious-free dynamic range (SFDR) performance is
also experimentally investigated. Two-tone IF signals with
frequencies of 195 and 205 MHzare applied. The LO frequency
is set to be 10 GHz. For the LSB up-conversion condition,
when the IF signal power values are 5 and 10 dBm, respectively,
the fundamental to third-order intermodulation distortion
(IMD3) ratios are 80.8 and 69.4 dB, with the electrical spectra
shown in Figs. 7(al) and 7(a2), respectively. While for the USB
up-conversion condition, the fundamental to IMD3 ratios are
80.6 and 70.3 dB, as shown in Figs. 7(b1) and 7(b2), respec-
tively. The SFDR performances for both the LSB and USB
up-conversion conditions are measured by varying the applied
IF signal power, with the results shown in Figs. 7(c) and 7(d),
respectively. The noise floor is measured to be —121 dBm/Hz
in our experiment [22] due to the relative intensity noise (RIN)
of the LD and the noise introduced by the IF amplifier allo-
cated with the AOM. The SFDRs are measured to be 95.8 and
95.6dBc - Hz?/® for the LSB and USB up-conversion con-
ditions, respectively. A noise floor as low as —160 dBm/Hz
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can be possible by using devices with high performances in the
system [23]. For this condition, the SFDR can be improved
to higher than 122.0 dBc - Hz*? for both the LSB and USB
up-conversion cases.

It should be noted that the instantaneous bandwidth and
working frequency range of the applied IF signal are limited by
the bandwidth of the AOM. For the AOM with the RF work-
ing center frequency of 200 MHz and bandwidth of 70 MHz
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used in our experiment, the IF working frequency range of the
experimental system is 165-235 MHz. Meanwhile, the wide
working frequency range of the LO signal is guaranteed by using
an MZM to modulate the LO signal. Thus, this scheme can
find applications in the RF systems with narrow instantaneous
bandwidth and wide working frequency range, such as wireless
communication and future internet of things (IoT) [24]. An IF
power amplifier having a high output power is allocated with the
AOM, which increases the power consumption of the scheme.
With the development of integrated microwave photonics [25],
the optical SSB modulation with high sideband rejection ratio
can be achieved without using an AOM. The introduction of
these new techniques can ease the high power consumption and
extend the working frequency range of the applied IF signals of
the proposed scheme.

4. CONCLUSION

In conclusion, a dual-output filter-free microwave photonic
SSB up-converter is proposed and experimentally demon-
strated. The LSB and USB up-converted RF signals can be
output simultaneously without the filters. By using an AOM
to modulate the IF signals and an MZM to modulate the LO
signals, the high undesired sideband suppression ratios and
LO leakage suppression ratios in a wide frequency range are
achieved. The dual-output SSB up-conversion is experimentally
achieved within the 10-30 GHz working frequency range. The
undesired sideband and LO leakage suppression ratios are larger
than 67 dB. The SFDR higher than 95.6 dBc - Hz?/? is achieved
for both the LSB and USB up-conversion conditions.
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